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" Wherein save in good nature lies anyone's * perfection V and what

4 perfection ' can there be to him who has not good nature ?
Poetry is naught, and the poet's vocation less than naught : I wonder

what is all this quarrel about nothing !
No one will ask about the arrangement of a few words : O fools

devoid of merit, what is all this talk?
On account of one or two hemistichs expressing some one else's

ideas, what is all this thought of position and hope of wealth?
The root of poetry is phantasy, and its beauty lies in the impossible2:

what can result from the imagining of all these impossible ideas?
Whoever has discovered what shame and modesty are will not boast

of superiority on account of a few silly words.
What in the eyes of men of judgment and sense are a hundred

sorts of such * perfection ' compared with the good nature of an

ordinary well-disposed man?
I grant that the nasm (arrangement, or verse) of the ocean is pearls

and mines of precious stones : but what is it compared with the

nathr (scattering, or prose) of the pen of that Lord whose bounty

is as that of the ocean ?"

1  Kamdl (" Perfection3') means especially literary attainments.  Cf.
pp. 26-7 supra,

2  The Arabs say " the best poetry is that which contains most lies,"
and the exaggeration characteristic of most Persian panegyrists is
notorious.  Cf. Lit. Hist. Persia^ ii, pp. 69-70.